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Elias, Abigail 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

System Adminfstrator 
Thursday, November 06, 2008 12:00 AM 
Angiin, Mike 
Your mailbox is over its size limit 

Importance: High 

Your mailbox has exceeded one or more size l imi ts set by your administrator. 
Your mailbox size i s 958592 KB. 
Mailbox s ize l i m i t s : 

You w i l l receive a warning when your mailbox reaches 900432 KB. 
You cannot send mail when your mailbox reaches 950456 KB.You may not be able to send or 

receive new mail u n t i l you reduce your mailbox s i ze . 
To make more space avai lable, delete any items that you are no longer using or move them to 
your personal folder f i l e ( .pst ) . 
Items i n a l l of your mailbox folders including the Deleted Items and Sent Items folders count 
against your size l i m i t . 
You must empty the Deleted Items folder after deleting items or the space w i l l not be freed. 
See c l ient Help for more information. 
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Elias, Abigail. 

Briere, Sabra 
Thursday, November 06, 2008 7:46 AM 
*City Council Members (AH) 
Fraser, Roger; Crawford, Tom 
FW: NYTimes.com: Billboards Brighten Los Angeles Night, to the Anger of Many 

FYI - from today's New York Times. Please follow the link. 

This is a consideration. We've recently been encouraged to move toward lighted - - and moving! - billboards. 

Sabra 

Sabra Briere 
First Ward Councilmember 
(734)995-3518 
(734)484-3600 x 237 (work) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

From: emallthis@ms3.lga2.nytimes.com on behalfofsbriere@cornerhealth.org 
Sent: Thu 11/6/2008 7:45 AM 
To: Briere, Sabra 
Subject: NYTimes.com: Billboards Brighten Los Angeles Night, to the Anger of Many 

US J November 6,2008 
Billboards Brighten Los Angeles Night, to the Anger of Many 
By REBECCA CATHCART 
As some public officials take steps to curb commercial billboards, others are 
looking at the possibility of adding to them as a revenue source. 

1. Op-Ed Columnist: Finishing Our Work 
2. Phvs Ed: Stretching: The Truth 
3. Editorial: The Next President 
4. Recipes for Health: Quinoa: A Protein-Packed Alternative to Grains 
5. The Promise: For Many Abroad, an Ideal Renewed 

» Go to Complete List 

Advefttsement 

Slumdog Millionaire From Visionary director Danny Boyle, and -
winner of the People's Choice Award at Toronto Iht'l Film Festival 
2008. In select theatres November 12. 
Click here to view trailer 

Copyright 2008 The New York Times Company | Privacy Policy 
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Elias, Abigail 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hieftje, John 
Thursday, November 06, 2008 8:03 AM 
McCormick, Sue 
FW: Roads 

Hi Sue: 

Is this true, the business monthly said we have the worst roads? Please help me in addressing this resident's 
specific concerns and what we are doing to remedy this condition. 

Thanks, 

John 

From: ^KUKtKKKKKfKK^U^^^g^^0 
Sent: Wednesday, November 05, 2008 10:59 PM 
To: Hieftje, John 
Subject: Roads 

Mr. Mayor, Today, I read the November 2008 copy of the "Ann Arbor Area Business Monthly". On page 7, 
I came across an article entitled "Ann Arbor Ranked Second Worst Roads In State". How in heavens name 
can the city of Ann Arbor allow its road system to become the 2nd worst out of almost 1,800 communities in 
this state? I travel on Huron Street each day going to and from work. The portion of Huron/Jackson between 
Main Street and the intersection of Stadium/Maple is and has been in deplorable shape for quite some time. 
Last winter I called the "pothole" repair number many times to report poor road conditions along that stretch. I 
assumed that during the summer steps would-be taken to correct those problems. There is one particular dip in 
the road in front of 709 W. Huron that has been patched repeatedly but never repaired properly. The "Band-
Aid" approach to road repairs does not resolve these problems. Having the worst roads is one category in 
which the city of Ann Arbor does not want to be "#2" in the entire State of Michigan, People, whether living 
in or just visiting Ann Arbor should not have their motor vehicles or bicycles subjected to such poor road 
conditions. What is being done to address these problems? Hank S c h o c h ^ B H ^ B B P ^ Y o u may reach 
me at that number Tuesday through Friday during business hours. 

Instant access to the latest & most popular FREE games while you browse with the Games Toolbar - Download Nowl 



Elias, Abigail 

Subject: Updated: Police/Courts Update meeting 
Location: ConfRoom - 3rd Floor 

Start: Thu 11/6/2008 5:30 PM 
End: Thu 11/6/2008 6:30 PM 

Recurrence: (none) 

Meeting Status: Accepted 

Organizer: Dempkowski, Angela A 

Just a reminder and I will be ordering Pizza for dinner. 
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Elias, Abigail 

Subject: Updated: Police/Courts Update meeting 
Location: GonfRoom - 3rd Floor 

Start: Thu 11/6/2008 5:30 PM 
End: Thu 11/6/2008 6:30 PM 
Show Time As: Tentative 

Recurrence: (none) 

Meeting Status: Not yet responded 

Organizer: Dempkowski, Angela A 
•Required Attendees: Dempkowski, Angela A; Wheeler, William; McCormick, Sue; Jones, Barnett; Zeisloft, Keith; 

Crawford, Tom; 'Kenneth Clein'; Teall, Margie; Greden, Leigh; Higgins, Marcia 
Optional Attendees: Harrison, Venita; Singleton, Sarah; Sykes, Robin; Bazick, Greg 

Just a reminder and i will be ordering Pizza for dinner. 
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Elias, Abigail 

Subject: 
Location: 

Updated: Fire Charter Meeting 
Station 1 Training Room 

Start: 
End: 
Show Time As: 

Fri 11/21/2008 12:00 PM 
Fri 11/21/2008 2:00 PM 
Tentative 

Recurrence: (none) 

Meeting Status: Not yet responded 

Organizer: Hopkins, Samuel 
Required Attendees: Hopkins, Samuel; Ferris, Craig; Dziubinski, Edwin; Holiingsworth, Greg; Vogel, Robert; Perry, 

Allan; Hughes, Matthew; Ferris, Craig; Greden, Leigh; Teall, Margie; Julian, Stephanie 
(Sharpe) 

Optional Attendees: Singleton, Sarah 

Rescheduled to 11/21 at 12:00 
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Elias, Abigail 

From: Schopieray, Christine 
Sent: Thursday, November 06,2008 12:50 PM 
To: Hieftje, John 

Subject: powerpoint presentation you gave to the Chapel Hill contingency- on sustainable energy 

HiJohn-

Kiersten Hausman of the Chapel Hil l group saw your powerpoint presentation on sustainbale energy when they were in A2 
and was wpnderingifshecould get a copy of your powerpoint. I told her I would forward her request to you. Her email is: ftutUtttttKBSttt^^ If you'd like to speak to her, her number ' ^ i ^ ^ p f 
I wil leave the proclamations on your chair along with the certificates of appreciation for the outgoing council people. You 
will need to sign the certifocates of appreciation before the meeting. 

That's all! -C 

Christine Schopieray 
Assistant to the Mayor 
City of Ann Arbor 
734-994-2766 
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Elias, Abigail 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Kowalski, Matthew 
Thursdavjteember 06, 2008 2:33 PM 

L Angiin, Mike; Lloyd, Mark 

Subject: 
Hieftje, John̂ rertiWaIco@aol.corn 
RE: Consider and Inform, Please 

Hello Yael, 

I have received your email. Please give me a day or two to review and I will contact you with comments. 

Thanks! 

Matt 

J o v e r n l ^ o ^ 0 0 8 ^ 

Matt, Mike and Mark-
RE: 1604 Saunders Crescent Addition Completion Issues 

A brief conversation this morning with my contractor, Alan Gardulescu raised some questions, specific 
to the need to resolve the issues surrounding the completion of my project, which now rests on the 
handicap access ramp, the front roof line and decking that will ultimately be allowed. 

The plans on file were submitted after removing the ramp, roof and decking by simply scribbling out 
those structures, and so, they depict the original plan. Once it is dertermined what to submit as revision 
plans for review, what happens at that point? 

1) If we resubmit the original drawings as our revision (no scribbling out the ramp, roof and 
decking), would they now go through? 

3) Once we understand WHAT to submit, in order to complete my project's inclusion of the handicap 
access ramp and what decking/roof will be allowed, can whomever it is who is the reviewer commit to a 
speedy clearance of the plan? We can likely resubmit the revision immediately, since it is simply a 
matter of resubmitting or resubmitting an additional edited version of the original plan. Time is-of the 
essence, with the extreme weather coming. 

Please reply, preferably by email and phone. 
Homeph 734-995-8398 
Cellph 734-644-0971 
email: yael8778@yahoo.com • 

4 Thank you for your time and consideration. 
Yael Ganet 

OR 
2) If we have to resubmit the original drawings without the roof, will they go through? 
AND 
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— On Wed, 11/5/08. yael^anet <ydel8778@yahoo.com> wrote: 
From: yael g^et^^pfl^fH^H^B^ 
Subject: Re: 9/23/08-f_^ohrike,s Email, Please? 
To: "City Council Mike Angiin'' <manglin@a2gov.org>, "Matthew Kowaiski" 
<MKowalski@a2.gov.org>, mllpyd@a2gov.org _ 

Cc: "John Hieftje" <JHieitje@a2govx^ ganet" "iKlillliflBMHfl̂ -
Date: Wednesday, November 5,2008,2:08 PM 
Dear Matt and Mike, 

I am bringing together you two and the folks who are cc'd in this email to facilitate some updating, 
advisement and reliable information leading to the completion of my home addition. 

If you recall, my addition's plan needed modification to be accepatble, due to existing set back averaging 
addendum to the City's 25 ft set back rule. In mid-May of this year, at the Planning Dept's advice, my 
building plan was modified to exclude the 6X6 porch and roof over it and the handicap access ramp, 
until City Council's rescinding of the addendum/ae "in the next month or two" (permit desk staff), which 
would have been:June-July</&008. Since Council has tabled this repeatedly and my most recent calls go 
unanswered, I am again attempting to accomplish closure on the issues needing addressing and complete 
the building of my addition, originally projected to be completed by August-end, 2008. 

Below is the compilation of the emailing which I inititated mid-September at the suggestion of the 
Building Department and of which I am aware/have seen. 

Also below, in the first 'entry', is my transcript of the thoughtful 9/23/08 phone message Mike left for 
me as a response to Mayor Hieftje's good efforts to respond to my problem/emailing. While parts of 
Mike's message are reassuring, its tenor is not consistent nor clear. On the one hand, everyone has been 
urged to proceed with (my addition issues), yet my 2 calls left as messages to Mark Lloyd (one on a 
machine; one w/offlce staff) have gone unanswered and six more weeks have passed. I still need a 
handicap access ramp, am counting on a resolution to incorparate an esthetic front to my small '50's 
subdivision home and to finish my home's addition "before the snow flies". 
I have three requests:' 

• 1) To meet with whomever it is/will be, along with my contractor, Alan Gardulescu, to work out the 
possibiilities as they exist, without further feeling discrimiated against due to my unwillingness to 
"remeasure, resubmit" set back measurements reflecting conjured - but acceptable - set back distances. 
2) Update on the timeline for Council's dealing w/averaging of existing front set backs. This addendum 
is generally not heralded by the Planning and Development staff in my limited contact and is soooo not 
universally applicable - especially, as Matt can report, not on a curved street, as in my instance. 
3) Email/phone number contact information for Carsten Hohnke (I think he's now someone for me to 
contact, too?). 

Thank you for your time and efforts. Please advise. 
Best regards, 
Yael Ganet 

9/23/08 phone msg transcription to me from Mike Angiin: 

"This is ... Mike Angiin. 
I read all the communication back and forth on the set backs of the house and the front porch and 
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everything being done. I just wanted to see how you are proceeding the building department seems to 
be very much on top of this and I really believe that further discussion with them is in order so that you 
can continue with 3p>ur project. I wish you good luck if there's something I can help you out with give 
me a call. 

But is seems to me that with a competent builder̂ and with your plans and working with the building 
department from everything I have read... Mark LloycT was nice enough to send enough emails back and 
forth about it so a number of city staff are more than willing to help you out to complete your proj ect. 
So if there's anything I can do you can give me a call at 741-9786, or send ns another email. But I think 

"̂ emails have gone around to the mayor; Chris is aware of it, Chris Easthope; I'm aware of it; Carston 
Hohnke: he's not on City Council yet, as the mayor said. The mayor is quite aware of it and has urged 
everyone to proceed with it and to help you out as much as possible. 

So, I think you, by working with city staff, you'll be on the right path. I wouldn't wait for any ordinance 
changes because that could take a while. Whatever they advise you to do now under the.present 
circumstances you should do. Do not wait for someming in the future that may or may not change. Hard 
to say. I don't know that and no one knows when it will finally come to Council re: change of 
ordinance plans. 

I hope you have your project plan and that when you're finally done you are pleased with it and that the 
planning process "etc." continues. 

That's the best I understand from what I know. Thank you. Bye." 

end phone message transcription 

— d&Tue;<9/23/0o\ yael ganet <yael8778@yakoo.com> wrote: 
From: yael ganet ^^flpBBIMlMMIfe 
Subject: 9/23/08-RE: Hohnke's Email, Please? 
To: "Hieftje, John" <JHieftje@a2gov.org>, "City Council Chris" <ceasthope@a2gov.org>, "City 
Council Mike" <manglin@a2gov.org> 

Date: Tuesday, September 23, 2008, 8:52 A M 

Mayor Hieftje, Councilmembers Easthope and Anglin-

I appreciate your attention and efforts at serving our city. With this reply, I include/cc my contractor, 
The Renewal Company - Alan Gardulescu - well-known for quality work in our area. 

I will add some reflection, after sitting at the Council's meeting last night. I heard Councilmembers 
acknowledge the Code(s) being "impossible for anyone to follow". I witnessed how trivial a matter it 
was to table code amendments/repeals, I am left wondering when the issue WON'T be tabled...and 
others, like me, will continue to submit plans with a sense of certainty that 'all is well' since the city's 25' 
Set Back Code is followed - all to be surprised with their plans' rejection and options of "remeasure, 
resubmit" - wink; change the plan to shortchanging the set back to reflect their neighbors1 average 
without regard to the specific neighborhood's layout/etc; apply for an exorbitantly-priced variance 
request with, the good ppossibilityof the request being tabled or denied - all while thousands and 
thousands of their dollars are held in questionable status. 
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As many others in our town, I grew up in Ann Arbor and live in my childhood home, looking to improve 
and grow old in my neighborhood - not blight it w/a small and simple addition's incompletion for 
months at a time. Mr. Gardulescu and 1 have followed advice provided by our Planning Department 
throughout the slowed progress ofmy project Most recently, I have been encouraged to raise this issue 
(of continuing the simply tabling of amendments and revisions - including Set Back Averaging) which; 
as I understand it, would reorganize the code(s) to facilitate clear understanding while restoring Ann 
Arbor's residential single family home owners' full and rightful property use. 

Thank you again for your attention, interest and any subsequent involvement in 'untabling' the mired 
mess of our building code. 

Again, I appreciate your reply and await further discourse. 

Sincerely, 
Yael Ganet 

— On Sun, 9/21/08, Hieftje, John <JHieftje@a2gov.org> wrote: . 
From: Hieftje, John <JHieffje@a2gov.org> 
Subject: RB:Hohnke's Email, Please? 

Cc: "Easthope, Christopher" <CEasthope@a2gov.org>, "Angiin, Mike" <MAnglin@a2gov.org> 
Date: Sunday, September 21, 2008, 6:36 PM 

Hello: 

I have already forwarded your email to the director of Building and Planning and the City Administrator 
wittf ̂ ristructibns to sort this out and get back to both of us in timely fashion. 

Sorry about the delays in your project. I would like to find out where the confusion originated so we can 
avoid this happening to others. 

Thanks again for making me aware of this. 

John Hieftje 

From: yaelganet^ _ 
Sent: Sunday, September 21, 2008 1:52 PM 
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To: Hieftje, John 
Cc: Easthope, Christopher; Angiin, Mike 
Subject: RE: Hohnke's Email, Please? 

Mayor Hieftje-. 
1) O K - thank you for replying and for the council member info. I am taking the liberty of emailing 
them w/the CC of this message. 

2) My home's addition project is designed to streamline the footprint of an A D A handicap entry ramp to 
blend w/a small porch level and barrier-free at the ramps point of entry,extending almost 5' to the 
corner-edge of the addition. The plans were submitted in April/May. 

t In early June, when,we hadn't heard back about the plans, I calledthe Building Permit Dept. (6/3/08) 
'*and Theresa "checked on progress". She located it "in with Roland" of the grading department and 
'"ventured to "put it on (Roland's) chair", with the request to respond to my inquiry on its progress. 

Roland called back within the next few days to inform me this original architectural plan was not 
accepted. 

My contractor and I visited the Building Permit desk where we were informed by Chris Chang that the 
25'^et back was no longer the rule. Mr. Chang encouraged me to consider that perhaps I had 
'misfheasured1, even though I made it clear that I had indeed measured correctly. We were advised then, 
and I, again, on more than two occasions, that perhaps I had 'mismeasured' and that i f I "remeasured, 
resubmitted or revised to a 'corrected' set of numbers (my set back average = 27 1/2')", that "...it would 
be put right through". When my 'brows rose' at this encouragement and I stated I couldn't take part in 
falsifying documentation, I was informed that '.'the department doesn't have time to measure (nor) 
remeasure" for set'backs,l,;(dimensions). 

" B A C K TO 25" ACCESS": 
Further, we were advised that this addended 25' set back (the averaging of one's 4 adjacent neighbors' 
supercedes the city's universal residential rule of 25') would be voted on and most certainly would be 
passed and rescinded in June. 
On considering this, I decided to go ahead w/my project. The plan for the 25' set back, would ultimately 
be re-entered irity} the plan as a revision, once the rule was rescinded. So, we 'revised' the plan by simply 
crossing out the porch - for the time being. 

M y addition was started. The Set Back "rescinding" was tabled to July, when, again, I was advised, it 
would most certainly be passed. In July, it was again tabled. 

I made a multitude of calls in an attempt to understand the issues surrounding the rescinding process, 
which began w/Mr. Chang's suggestion to contact Jill St John, who stated she would "have to call (me) 
back." 

Additional phoning (6/10 - 7/31) failed to produce any 'real' info on the status of this matter, aside from 
the updates I received when I would contact the Permit Desk. As wellj many calls were met with 
messages of "mailbox full"; "being checked for trouble"; "phone tag via messages"; no response). I 
finally reached Site Inspector Roland on 8/6/08, who referred me back to Ms. St. John. 

I ultimately succeeded in again reaching Ms. St. John on 8/21/08, who then informed me the "averaging 
changes (were) part of (numerous) area and height changes being proposed, many of which would be 



rescinded." However, the "Set Back Averaging" points were "pulled out of the 'package' of code 
changes" to be "formally checked with Senior Planner(s)." 

Matt Kowalski is the Planner who is now handling or heading the process: "Set Back Averaging", who 
reports its status is "back to ordinance planning/revision" process. 
Matt states while the code's perametetsparameterse the contractor's or architect's responsibility", the 
changes are "buried (in the text) where no one sees it." 

Speaking w/Matt (9/15/08) after September's first City Council meeting, he stated any "changes 
(affecting) single family (residences would not be) on October's docket". He has since emailed me the 
code: Chapter 55, Section 5:57. 

I am struggling to understand - and navigate -the whole mess, while feeling greatly discriminated against 
for not being one of the many who are encouraged to and follow through w/"remeasuxing, resubmitting 
(RR)" my numbers and "having it put right through". I need some voice on the Council. Seems the 
change was initiated by folks in Burns Park . I dont live there and there are folks in my late-'50's 
subdivision who have added porches using the "RR"-wink method or who succeeded with the 
exhorbitanexorbitantky - process of Applying for a Variance. No way to check how many folks have 
'fudged' the numbers - the system doesn't do that...although, it would be, I'm sure, revealing that the 
current Set Back Averaging is mostly scoffed at when there are "only a foot or two" at point. . 

Advice? Support? 
Thanks again. 
Yael Ganet 

— On Sun, 9/21/08, Hieftje, John <JHieftje@fl2gov.org> wrote: 

From: Hieftje, John <JHieftje@a2gov.org> 
Subject: RE: Hohnke's Email, Please? 

Date: Sunday, September 21,2008,10:57 A M 

Hello: 

Mr. Hohnke needs to win the November election before he can take office. Your council members are 
Chris Easthope and Mike Angiin. lank" href="mailto:ceasthope@a2gov.org">ceasthope@a2gov.org and 
manglin@a2aQv.org 

Just so I am sure 1 understand the problem: 

You have been told that a change is in the works regarding the 250 set back rule? 
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But the change never seems to come and this is holding up your project? 

Please let me know. 

Thank you for writing. 

John Hieftje 

From: yael ganet 
Sent: Saturday, September 20, 2008 4:20 PM 
To: Hieftje, John 
Subject: Hohnke's Email, Please? 

Mayor H-

I am hoping you have available for forwarding to me, the email of my A2 City Council Rep, Carsten 
Hohnke. I need'his help and guidance...rm going craaaazy!! 

My state of mind follows the events leading up to my decision to start my addition when advised by the 
Planning Department that an averaging set back addendum to the residential 25' set back rule, would be 
rescinded in June...then July...the August...now, it's been split up from a 'basket' of addends/issues into 
individual issues...the averaging set back, being one of them - that are now 'being researched' 
individually...OY! While Matt Kowaiski, who is evedently in charge of the set back issue, has been 
helpful in clarifying what continues to be murky (how did such a residential set back addendum come 
about??? Folks w/large lots must haye been at the helm...forget about the small lotted-owners in' 
subdivisions like me!!))....ok - too much...but do you have Carsten's email or contact info??? It's getting 
on to cold weather and I'd like to finish my home's addition in the manner in which I was led to believe 
would be possible...GIVE ME BACK M Y PROPERTY!! RE-SET 25 FT. SET BACK RULE BACK 
TO 25!! 
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Thank you. 
Yael Ganet 

P.S. At Matt's suggestion, I'm trying to figure out how to get more people's feedback whose projects 
have been stymied in this same way and will hopefully rile enough other people to come forward to 
voice opposition, in support of the rescinding of this addended rule. It appears A L L of the planning 
folks are clueless why is it such a 'to do' when it's sooooo not appropriate for the majority of Ann 
Arbor's home owners (i.e. NOT residents of Ann Arbor Hills, Ives Woods, Burns Park, et al --- BTW -
we vote and pay taxes, as well as, make up the majority of homeowners). 
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Elias, Abigail 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Christopher TAYLORC (TAYLORC@butzel.com] 
Thursday, November 06, 2008 3:02 PM 
Fraser, Roger 
Dempkowski, Angela A; Greden, Leigh 
Budget Training 

Hi Roger, 

Dust by way o f l i k e l y unnecessary reminder, r e c a l l please that I missed the Tom Crawford 
t r a i n i n g t h i s f a l l , so please inc lude me when you schedule that session with Carsten. 

Thanks, as ever, 

Chr is topher 

Chr istopher M, Taylor 
Butze l Long 
350 South Main S t r e e t , S u i t e 309 
Ann Arbor , MI 48104 

Phone: 734-213-3605 
Fax: 734-995-1777 

To comply w i t h U.S. Treasury Regulat ions : This communication ( i n c l u d i n g any attachments) i s 
not Intended or wr i t ten to be used, and cannot be used, f o r the purpose of avo id ing p e n a l t i e s 
under the tax laws of the United S t a t e s , or promoting, marketing or recommending to another 
par ty any t r a n s a c t i o n or matter addressed i n t h i s communication (and any attachment) . 

C o n f i d e n t i a l i t y Statement: 
This message " ( inc lud ing any attachments) i s intended only f o r the i n d i v i d u a l or e n t i t y t o 
which i t i s addressed. I t may contain p r i v i l e g e d , c o n f i d e n t i a l in format ion t h a t i s exempt 
from d i s c l o s u r e under a p p l i c a b l e laws. I f you are not the intended r e c i p i e n t , please note 
that you are s t r i c t l y p r o h i b i t e d from disseminat ing or d i s t r i b u t i n g t h i s in format ion (-other 
than to the intended r e c i p i e n t ) or copying t h i s in fo rmat ion . I f you have received t h i s 
communication i n e r r o r , please n o t i f y us immediately by e -mai l or by telephone at (313) 225-
7600. To l e a r n more about Butze l Long, p lease v i s i t our website at http://www.butzel . com 
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